
 
                     Members of the European Parliament       
 
 
Her Excellency Baroness Catherine Ashton 
High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy 
Rue de la Loi 200  
1000 Brussels           11 July 2011 

Your Excellency, 

We are members of the European Parliament from across the political spectrum, all united in the conviction 
that only a negotiated two-state solution can end the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. It is precisely because we believe in 
the justness of the Palestinian cause that we urge them to refrain from seeking UN recognition of a unilaterally 
declared state, a counterproductive step we fear could set back the chances for peace. Instead, Palestinians and Israelis 
should immediately resume negotiations. 

Past agreements between the parties and international mediators clearly reject unilateral actions. The Oslo 
Accords, the basis of Israeli-Palestinian reconciliation, state that “Neither side shall initiate or take any step that will 
change the status of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip pending the outcome of the permanent status negotiations.” 

Likewise, the Quartet’s Road Map calls for a negotiated solution. Just this February, the Quartet, which 
includes the EU, said that it “strongly reaffirms that unilateral actions by either party cannot prejudge the outcome of 
negotiations and will not be recognized by the international community.” The European Council has also repeatedly 
stressed the need for a negotiated two-state solution, urging in December “all parties to refrain from provocative 
unilateral actions,” and reiterating in May that “negotiations are the best way forward.” 

Both sides will have to make difficult compromises to reach an agreement. Palestinian unilateralism at the UN 
would erode the room for such compromises by committing current and future Palestinians to non-negotiated 
positions. A unilateral move will not bring reconciliation; it will not bring stability; it will not bring peace. Rather, it 
will most likely fell the peace process for good. The prospect of UN recognition also raises unrealistic expectations 
among Palestinians that they soon will have a sovereign state. But a UN vote will not change the reality on the ground 
and thus disappoint many Palestinians. Such disappointment has in the past often ignited new violence. 

We, members of the European Parliament, therefore urge you, Lady Ashton, as well as the governments of the 
27 EU member states, to discourage unilateral Palestinian efforts to attain UN recognition. Only an immediate return 
to negotiations—for which pressure must be exerted on all parties—can save the peace process. 

Respectfully, 

 

Alejo Vidal-Quadras 
EPP, Spain 

Marek Siwiec 
S&D, Poland 

Michael Theurer 
ALDE, Germany 

Richard Ashworth 
ECR, UK 

Indrek Tarand 
Greens/EFA, Estonia 

 



 

6) Gabriele Albertini (EPP, Italy) 

7) Magdi Cristiano Allam (EPP, Italy) 

8) Marta Andreasen (EFD, UK) 

9) Laima Liucija Andrikiene (EPP, Lithuania) 

10) Antonello Antinoro (EPP, Italy) 

11) Alfredo Antoniozzi (EPP, Italy) 

12) Johannes Cornelis van Baalen (ALDE, 
Netherlands) 

13) Paolo Bartolozzi (EPP, Italy) 

14) Bastiaan Belder (EFD, Netherlands) 

15) Mara Bizzotto (EFD, Italy) 

16) Jan Brezina (EPP, Czech Republic) 

17) Cristian Silviu Busoi (ALDE, Romania) 

18) Antonio Cancian (EPP, Italy) 

19) Pilar del Castillo Vera (EPP, Spain) 

20) Corina Cretu (S&D, Romania) 

21) Juergen Creutzmann (ALDE, Germany) 

22) Tadeusz Cymanski (ECR, Poland) 

23) Ryszard Czarnecki (ECR, Poland) 

24) Vasilica Viorica Dancila (S&D, Romania) 

25) Nirj Deva (ECR, UK) 

26) Diane Dodds (NI, UK) 

27) Leonidas Donskis (ALDE, Lithuania) 

28) Bill Newton Dunn (ALDE, UK) 

29) Ioan Enciu (S&D, Romania) 

30) Derk Jan Eppink (ECR, Belgium) 

31) Sari Essayah (EPP, Finland) 

32) Markus Ferber (EPP, Germany) 

33) Monika Flasikova Benova (S&D, Slovakia) 

34) Lorenzo Fontana (EFD, Italy) 

35) Elisabetta Gardini (EPP, Italy) 

36) Giuseppe Gargani (EPP, Italy) 

37) Salvador Garriga Polledo (EPP, Spain) 

38) Michael Gahler (EPP, Germany) 

39) Bela Glattfelder (EPP, Hungary)  

40) Cristina Gutierrez-Cortines (EPP, Spain) 

41) Agnes Hankiss (EPP,  Hungary) 

42) Roger Helmer (ECR, UK) 

43) Esther Herranz Garcia (EPP, Spain) 

44) Jolanta Emilia Hibner (EPP, Poland) 

45) Gunnar Hokmark (EPP, Sweden) 

46) Stanimir Ilchev (ALDE, Bulgaria)  

47) Catalin Sorin Ivan (S&D, Romania)  

48) Teresa Jimenez-Becerril Barrio (EPP, Spain) 

49) Filip Kaczmarek (EPP, Poland) 

50) Michal Kaminski (ECR,  Poland) 

51) Ioannis Kasoulides (EPP, Cyprus) 

52) Tunne Kelam (EPP, Estonia) 

53) Sean Kelly (EPP, Ireland) 

54) Timothy Kirkhope (ECR, UK) 

55) Jan Kozlowski (EPP, Poland) 

56) Corinne Lepage (ALDE, France) 

57) Ryszard Antoni Legutko (ECR, Poland) 

58) Krzysztof Lisek (EPP, Poland)  

59) Antonio Lopez-Isturiz White (EPP, Spain) 

60) Baroness Sarah Ludford (ALDE, UK) 

61) Gesine  Meissner (ALDE, Germany) 

62) Nuno Melo (EPP, Portugal) 

63) Morten Messerschmidt (EFD, Denmark) 

64) Tiziano Motti (EPP, Italy) 

65) James Nicholson (ECR, UK) 



66) Norica Nicolai (ALDE, Romania) 

67) Wojciech Michal Olejniczak (S&D, Poland) 

68) Siiri Oviir (ALDE, Estonia) 

69) Antonyia Parvanova (ALDE, Bulgaria)  

70) Ioan Mircea Pascu (S&D, Romania) 

71) Vincent Peillon (S&D, France) 

72) Alojz Peterle (EPP, Slovenia) 

73) Cristian Dan Preda (EPP, Romania) 

74) Fiorello  Provera (EFD, Italy) 

75) Frederique Ries (ALDE, Belgium) 

76) Zuzana Roithova (EPP, Czech Republic) 

77) Oreste Rossi (EFD, Italy) 

78) Marie-Therese Sanchez-Schmid (EPP, France) 

79) Marietje Schaake (ALDE, Netherlands) 

80) Olle Schmidt (ALDE, Sweden) 

81) Giancarlo Scotta (EFD, Italy) 

82) Olga Sehnalova (S&D, Czech Republic) 

83) Nicole Sinclaire (NI, UK) 

84) Csaba Sogor (EPP, Romania)  

85) Boguslaw Sonik (EPP, Poland) 

86) Emil Stoyanov (EPP, Bulgaria) 

87) Michele Striffler (EPP, France) 

88) Alf Svensson (EPP, Sweden) 

89) Csaba Sandor Tabajdi (S&D, Hungary) 

90) Hannu Takkula (ALDE, Finland) 

91) Charles Tannock (ECR, UK) 

92) Roza Graefin von Thun und Hohenstein (EPP, 
Poland) 

93) Ramon Tremosa i Balcells (ALDE, Spain) 

94) Niki Tzavela (EFD, Greece) 

95) Giommaria Uggias (ALDE, Italy) 

96) Vladimir Urutchev (EPP, Bulgaria) 

97) Inese Vaidere (EPP, Latvia) 

98) Geoffrey Van Orden (ECR, UK) 

99) Oldrich Vlasak (ECR, Czech Republic) 

100) Cecilia Wikstrom (ALDE, Sweden) 

101) Jacek Wlosowicz (ECR, Poland) 

102) Janusz Wojciechowski (ECR, Poland) 

103) Jan Zahradil (ECR, Czech Republic) 

104) Pawel Zalewski (EPP, Poland) 

105) Janusz Wladyslaw Zemke (S&D, Poland) 

106) Tadeusz Zwiefka (EPP, Poland) 

 


